
 

 

Live auction  •  Hors d’oeuvres  •  Drinks  
Live music by Shelby Blondell 

Thursday April 27th, 2017 
6:30 PM 

AUSA  
2425 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington VA 

 

We Appreciate Your Support! 

 
 

Special thanks to our volunteers Abdulziz Alhamdan and Cindy Orth! 
 

Stay Connected to ECNV 
 

The ECNV Declaration Newsletter 
Email info@ecnv.org to subscribe 

  
www.ecnv.org 

 

 
Social Media:        

      www.facebook.com/ECNVCIL 
 

 
   @ECNVorg 

    https://twitter.com/ECNVorg 

Gala  

http://www.ecnv.org
http://www.facebook.com/ECNVCIL
https://twitter.com/ECNVorg


ECNV Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Garrett  

Dear Friends, Advocates, and Supporters of 

ECNV:  

Thank you for joining us for the ECNV 35th 

Anniversary GALA and Awards Reception. 

This is a special year for ECNV and the entire 

disability community that we serve. It marks 

the evolution of ECNV from a “brain storm-

ing” idea shared among disability advocates 

to its evolution as an organization that employs and annually 

serves over 700 persons with disabilities through its many pro-

grams and services.  

We are here to acknowledge persons from the community, ECNV 

Board Members, ECNV staff and our many Donors all who share 

ECNV’s passion for disability rights, improving the quality of life 

and providing opportunities for all persons with disabilities.  

ECNV is a cross disability organization serving persons of all ages as 

well as disability. Please take the time to meet our Board mem-

bers, staff and consumers.  We offer varied and innovative pro-

grams in a holistic manner.  

I am proud and gratified to work with such a great group of people 

and an organization that serves such a great need. 

Thank you for your attendance tonight as well as your continued 

support of our organization.   

 Sincerely, 

James Garrett, ECNV Executive Director  

Shelby Blondell  
Meet the Musician 

Shelby Blondell is Shelby Blondell is a Singer/

Songwriter from Maryland whose songs 

are full of life, show even brain surgeries 

cannot get her down. Shelby has played 

alongside national artists including Penta-

tonix, Ryan Cabrera, Aaron Carter, and 

Howie Day. Shelby’s music is featured on 

both national FM and college stations, 

while spreading her music across iconic venues including The Fill-

more, Merriweather Post Pavilion and Meyerhoff Symphony hall. 

Shelby wears many hats and provides innovative and creative ap-

proaches to every song she creates, event she plays, or business 

she consults while performing all the background logistics from be-

ginning to end. For more information on Shelby’s music and career 

visit www.shelbyblondell.com  

Mrs. Virginia Geoffrey  

    & 

Mr. John Andelin  

Silver Sponsor 



ECNV Friends  About ECNV 

The ENDependence Center of Northern Virginia (ECNV) is a commu-

nity resource and advocacy center run by and for persons with disabili-

ties. ECNV’s mission is to END dependence by empowering people 

with disabilities to live independently. We are a cross-disability organi-

zation and work with people of all ages who have every type of disa-

bility. 

Founded in 1982, ECNV is one of 16 Centers for Independent Living 

(CILs) in Virginia. There are over 400 CILs nationwide. ECNV serves 

Arlington, Fairfax, and Loudoun Counties and the Cities of Alexan-

dria, Fairfax, and Falls Church. Most of our services are provided at no 

cost. 

ECNV’s Board of Directors 
Lee Page, President 

Soula Antoniou, Vice President 

Helena Berger, Treasurer 

Erica Midboe , Secretary 

Thomas Kelley | Kent Keyser 

Bradley Miles |  Julie Nepveu | Susan Picerno 

William Staderman 

 ECNV Staff 
James Garrett, Executive Director 

Lydia Farrell, Travel Trainer 

Selvin Garcia, Travel Training Director  

Tracee Garner, Outreach Coordinator, LEND 

Rachel Henry, Medicaid Programs Manager 

Elizabeth Kumar, Peer Mentor 

Ruchika Lalwani, Administrative, Billing Specialist & PAS Coordinator 

Hannah Manila, Medicaid Programs Coordinator 

Alexa Mavroidis , Peer Mentor 

Erin Nesbitt, Medicaid Services Facilitator  

Layo Oyewole, Grants and Compliance Manager 

 Doris Ray, Director of Advocacy and Outreach 

Jennifer Reese, LEND Director. Medicaid Programs Coordinator 

Amir Rahimi, Communications Manager 

Kim Sapp, Accounting Manager 

Ed Weiss. TGIF  

. 

 

Helena Berger 

Henry Claypool 

Thomas Kelly 

Yoshiko Dart 

Julie Nepveu 

James Garrett 



 

 

 

Congressman Don Beyer is serving his second term as 
the U.S. Representative from Virginia’s 8th District, 
representing Arlington, Alexandria, Falls Church, and 
parts of Fairfax County. He serves on the Joint Economic 
Committee, the House Committee on Natural Resources, 
is Vice Ranking Member of the Science Space and 
Technology Committee, Ranking Member on the 
Oversight Subcommittee, and a member of the New 
Democrat Coalition. He was the Lieutenant Governor of 
Virginia from 1990 to 1998, and was Ambassador to 
Switzerland and Liechtenstein under President Obama. 
Rep. Beyer’s signature work as lieutenant governor 

included advocacy for Virginians with disabilities and ensuring protections for 
Virginia’s most vulnerable populations as the Commonwealth reformed its welfare 
system in the mid-1990s. Rep. Beyer was Virginia’s Democratic nominee for 
governor in 1997. 
 
After leaving office, Rep. Beyer spent fourteen years as Chair of Jobs for Virginia 
Graduates, a highly successful high school dropout prevention program, and was 
active for a decade on the board of the D.C. Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. 
As Chair of the Virginia Economic Recovery Commission, he helped pass 
permanent pro-business reforms and was co-founder of the Northern Virginia 
Technology Council.  
 
President Obama nominated Rep. Beyer to serve as Ambassador to Switzerland 
and Liechtenstein in 2009. He used his position to advocate for stricter sanctions to 
compel Iran to begin nuclear disarmament discussions. As Ambassador, Rep. Beyer 
was integral to US Department of Justice efforts to halt the abuses of Swiss bank 
secrecy by wealthy Americans. 
 
Rep. Beyer has spent four decades building his family business in Northern Virginia 
after a summer job at a car dealership in 1974. He is a graduate of Williams College 
and Gonzaga College High School in Washington, DC. He was named a Presidential 
Scholar by President Lyndon Johnson. 
 
Rep. Beyer has four children and two grandchildren. He and his wife Megan live in 
Alexandria, Virginia.  

Congressman  Don Beyer  Bronze Sponsors  

Mr.  Richard French 

Mr. Lee Page 



Delegate Patrick Hope   Bronze Sponsors  

Patrick A. Hope is a Member of the Virginia 

General Assembly as the Delegate from the 

47th District of the Commonwealth of Vir-

ginia and was re-elected for his fourth term 

in 2015. He serves on the House Health, 

Welfare, and Institutions Committee, Courts 

of Justice, and Militia, Police and Public 

Safety Committee. In his first year he was 

elected co-chair of the Freshmen Caucus 

and also is the founder and the co-chair of 

the Virginia Progressive Caucus. 

Delegate Hope also has a very strong record of community leadership. Pat-

rick was the founder and first president of the reorganized Buckingham 

Community Civic Association (2003-2009) and chaired the Arlington County 

Community Services Board (2005-2008). He also was co-chairman, Arling-

ton Implementation Task Force to End Homelessness (2008-2010), and 

Commissioner for the Arlington County Commission on Aging (2002-2007). 

Delegate Hope was also awarded the Virginia Elder Rights Coalition's 

(VERC) 2011 Annual Elder Rights Award, named after longtime Arlington 

County residents and elder rights advocate, Erica F. Wood. 

In addition, the Delegate belongs to numerous organizations and causes: 

Arlington County Bar Association, Virginia State Bar Association, District of 

Columbia Bar Association, The ARC of Northern Virginia, CPAAS, NAMI-

Arlington, NAMI-Northern Virginia, Friends of Clarendon House, SAARA-

Arlington, Equality Virginia, Arlington Gay and Lesbian Alliance, Arlington 

Special Olympics, Arlington Committee of 100, Leadership Arlington (2010), 

and Arlington Kiwanis.  

Patrick lives with his wife Kristen and their three daughters – Emma, Patty, 

and Lilly – in the Buckingham community of Arlington. They have lived in 

the Buckingham neighborhood since the year 2000. 



 

Kelly Buckland is the Executive Director of 

the National Council on Independent Living 

(NCIL). Before moving to Washington to 

lead NCIL, Kelly was the Executive Director 

of the Idaho SILC and, previously, the 

Executive Director of LINC, a Center for 

Independent Living in Boise, Idaho.  

Mr. Buckland has been actively involved in disability issues 

since 1979. He has served on the Idaho Developmental 

Disabilities Council, the State Employment and Training Council, 

and the State Help America Vote Act Steering Committee. 

Buckland has worked on issues affecting people with 

disabilities, including passage of the Personal Assistance 

Services Act and the Fathers and Mothers Independently Living 

with their Youth (FAMILY) Child Custody Laws. 

Mr. Buckland has been honored with numerous state and 

national awards, including the University of Idaho President’s 

Medallion, the United Vision for Idaho Lifetime Achievement 

Award, the Hewlett-Packard Distinguished Achievement. He has 

also been closely involved with the direct-service and systemic 

change aspects of the Independent Living movement. Mr. 

Buckland has testified before Congress several times on issues 

such as universal health care, fair housing and appropriations 

for Centers for Independent Living. 

 

www.aa.com 

Kelly Buckland - Executive Director 
NCIL  

Gold Sponsor 

Silver Sponsor 



 

 

Donors  
 

Community Integration Leadership (CIL) Award 
Rosemary Ciotti Supporters and Sponsors  

ECNV Friends  

Bronze  

Silver 
Virginia Geoffrey 

John Andelin 

Gold 

Lee Page 

Helena Berger| Yoshiko Dart| Henry Claypool 
James Garrett | Thomas Kelly | Julie Nepveu  

              Erica Midboe | Brad Miles | Susan Picerno | Margaret Roffee  

Soula Antoniou| Frank & Toni Coleman| Kent Keyser  

William Staderman|  Steve Yafee  

Rosemary Ciotti RN, MSN, NP has been a nurse practi-
tioner for over 30 years.  Her practice is innovative 
and groundbreaking in that it emphasizes quality care 
coordination for individuals with significant disabilities 
together with respect for the consumer’s right to self-
determination.  She is also President and CEO of Ac-
cessible Living, Inc., a consulting firm specializing in 
health and disability policy.  Her keen interest in wom-
en’s issues together with her concern about the treat-
ment of people with disabilities in other countries led 
her to found the Global Organization of Feminists with 

disABILITIES, which assists women with disabilities to visit the United States to 
receive medical and other rehabilitative services, acquire assistive technology 
and gain independent living and advocacy skills.  

Ms. Ciotti became a disability advocate after losing her ability to walk from an 
auto-immune disease in her late 30’s. With a family to raise and a career to sal-
vage, her initial expectation was that life would continue exactly as it was except 
on wheels. The reality she discovered was a stark contrast. The barriers she en-
countered while attempting to do the most basic life activities, such as attending 
elementary school plays, grocery shopping, air travel, dining out and accessing 
health care, propelled her into being a voice for change. A community leader 
and activist, Ms. Ciotti has lived in Arlington County for more than 20 years.  She 
served on the ECNV Board of Directors for six years and was its President during 
a critical period of change and expansion at the dawn of a new millennium as 
we relocated to  storefront offices and played a leadership role in the celebra-
tion of the ADA 10th Anniversary.    

A strong and passionate disability rights activist, Ms. Ciotti is recognized as a 
local and national expert in accessible and universal design, land use and urban 
planning.  Her persistence led the County Board to appoint her to the Arlington 
County Planning Commission on which she served for more than 10 years, rising 
to become Planning Commission Chair, which is the highest appointed position 
in Virginia localities.  She is also the first known woman with a significant disabil-
ity to hold that position.   The impact of Ms. Ciotti’s advocacy has led to long 
lasting and concrete change in our community. Her demonstrated leadership, 
commitment and dedication to disability rights and independent living philoso-
phy is making the promise of the ADA a reality in our community and embodies 
the adage that “one person really can make a difference.” 

Lifetime Achievement in Advocacy 



 
 

 

 
Thirty Five Years and Counting! Testimonials  

“Hannah  has worked for my son for almost 3 
years.  He is 12 years old and autistic.  She al-
ways gives information about grants and ser-
vices. Thanks to her help, my son has received 
grants for speech therapy and a device for 
communication. We are very happy with her 
services.” 

“I was astonished at some of the networking tools our present-
er taught us at ECNV’s employment seminar, I didn’t even 
know these tools were out there. Thank you ECNV for putting 
together this great seminar.” 

“I felt so invigorated by Ollie’s presentation. His resume im-
provement tips were absolutely amazing and I can’t wait to 
get my new and improved resume out to prospective employ-
ers.” 

“I want to thank you for the help you got for me. I didn't think 
it would go thru , but it did, and thanks to you, specially this 
Summer coming very hot, like we say in Spanish- Gracias ami-
gos de ECNV!! God Bless You, always!! for all the good you do 
for people with disabilities .Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.” 

Social Groups 

“My favorite event was the movie and reception night at the 
Angelika Film Center.” 

“It’s so nice to be able to meet new people from our commu-
nity. I’ve had so much fun at these happy hours so far and re-
ally look forward to the next one.” 


